
Position Title: Curatorial Summer Intern for the Prints & Drawings Department 

Academic Level: Graduate

Supervisors: Dr. Dena M. Woodall, Curator of Prints & Drawings; Melinda Narro, Curatorial Assistant for Prints 
& Drawings

Department: Prints & Drawings

Start Date: Summer 2023: June 5–August 11 

 
Internship Overview
This opportunity recognizes the importance of early career exposure to prints and drawings to cultivate the next 
generation of scholars and curators in the field of works on paper. The department of prints & drawings is offering 
the intern the opportunity to, through research, update collections database information (provenance, bibliography, 
exhibition history, etc.) on longstanding and recently acquired objects, investigate possible future acquisitions, 
and assist in the composition of purchase and gift reports for incoming acquisitions. Additionally, this summer 
internship will focus on developing themes, finding and selecting objects, and writing didactic panels and object 
labels for upcoming installations and rotations of works on paper throughout the Museum, including the European 
Old Masters galleries, Millennium Corridor, and the department’s dedicated gallery for modern and contemporary 
art in the Kinder Building.

Learning Goals and Objectives
• To gain valuable and practical experience in facilitating the day-to-day operations of the department, including 

assisting with exhibition development, object research, label and report writing, collections maintenance, and 
cross-departmental collaboration

• To increase the prints & drawings department’s audience engagement through Museum social media  
channels, such as Facebook and Instagram, and the Museum’s website 

• To develop knowledge of drawing and printmaking techniques and history through research on the  
permanent collection

• To gain understanding of the relationship between the curatorial department and other departments in 
the Museum (production design, registration, learning and interpretation, library, matting and framing, 
preparation, etc.)

Skills, Knowledge, and Abilities
• Reading knowledge of a foreign language (French, German, Italian, or Spanish) preferred
• Strong research, organization, and multitasking skills
• Computer literate, with working knowledge of Microsoft Office
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills
• Pleasant, professional manner when interacting with staff and the public (as necessary)
• Interest in or experience with works on paper is preferred

Summer Internship
Prints & Drawings Department



Education and Eligibility 
Graduate level: Students currently enrolled in a graduate program or who recently completed (within one year) a 
master’s degree or PhD are eligible for this opportunity. Master’s degree in art history is preferred. 

Anticipated Schedule
The internship will comprise 350 hours of work (35 hours per week for 10 weeks), Monday through Friday,  
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (with hour-long lunch).

Internship Stipend
Summer graduate fellows receive a $5,950 stipend ($17/hour) for the 10-week summer internship.

Application Instructions and Deadline
Please submit the following materials to interns@mfah.org by Friday, March 17.

• Application form
• Letter of interest describing applicant’s experience, area of research/specialization, and professional goals as 

relevant to this opportunity; this should make explicit the applicant’s reasons for wanting to work specifically  
in the prints & drawings department (maximum 1,000 words) 

• Resume/CV
• Writing sample (maximum 10 pages)
• References (2): please include name, position title, and email address for each reference. 

Note: When submitting application materials, please include the name of the internship or fellowship in the 
subject line of your email. Please include all attachments as one complete file.
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